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11th  July*  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Linslade  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr*  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954* 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  most  satisfactory  rise  over  the 
previous  year  and  is  indeed  the  highest  of  the  20  County 
Districts*  It  is  more  than  three  points  higher  than  that  for 
the  rest  of  the  County  and  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

A  low  Death  Rate  is  also  satisfactory  to  record.  Again 
it  is  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  County  Districts  and  is  nearly 
5  points  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Heart 
Disease  and  Cancer  again  took  their  toll  and  accounted  for  19 
of  the  total  of  27  deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows  ant  increase  on  last 
year  when  we  had  the  very  pleasing  return  of  nil  in  this  group. 
We  had  actually  1  death  giving  a  Rate  of  15*9  Per  1000  births. 
Even  so  this  compares  very  favourably  with  the  County  Rate  of 
22.4  and  the  England  and  Wales* Rate  of  25*5° 

I  should  like  to  record  again  another  year  of  happy 
co-operation  with  your  Clerk*  Mr.  Uphill*  your  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector*  Mr.  Eves  and  their  staffs. 

I  am* 

Your  obedient  Servant* 


DANIEL  H.  WALDRON. 
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LINSLADE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


(A)  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1. 


2. 


GENERAL 

1953 

1954 

Area  in  acres  .♦ 

1,693 

1,693 

Population 

3*359 

3,400 

Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses  . •  oe  •  * 

t  t 

1,067 

1,115 

Rateable  Value 

£20,467 

£20,906 

Rate  in  the 

0  0 

o  ©  to  *  *  e  •  o  • 

•  • 

21/- 

28/- 

Surn  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  • • 

£80 

£82 

BIRTHS 

•*» 

Legitimate 

(Male) 

oo  O  t  00  ©  0  #0 

•  • 

21 

22 

it 

(female) 

to  ot  ©  t  t©  ot 

©  © 

26 

40 

Illegitimat 

e 

Nil 

1 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000 

population  . • 

0  0 

14.0 

18.8 

ft  ft 

tt  it 

”  ( Bucks ) 

•  t 

14.9 

15.6 

it  » 

tf  it 

”  (England  &  Wales, 

)  15-5 

15*2 

DEATHS 

Males  ♦ . 

t  0 

16 

19 

Females  . . 

•  0 

18 

8 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

population  ••  «• 

4  4 

10.1 

6.5 

tf  t! 

tt  ft 

"  { Bucks ) 

t  • 

9*7 

9*5 

ti  n 

tt  tt 

n( England  &  'Wales) 

11.4 

11.3 

Still  Births 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . 

t  0 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

tt 

"  ( Bucks ) 

0.33 

0.47 

it 

it 

”  (England  &  Wales) 

t  t 

0.76 

0.69 
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4.  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OE  DEATH 


1953  1954 


M.  F.  T. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  •  •  •  ••  0  0  0 

Other  Tuberculosis  •  •  ••  .  •  •  •  . .  0  0  0 

Cancer  .  .  •  ..  • »  •  •  • «  4  5  9 

Diabetes . .  • .  •  •  •  •  .  •  ••  0  0  0 

Haemhorrage  into  Nervous  System  .  .  .  •  1  5  6 

Heart  Diseases  . .  ••  . .  . .  •  «  ••  7  6  13 

Pneumonia  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  0  0  0 

Bronchitis  &  other  Respiratory  Diseases  303 
Digestive  Diseases  ••  . .  ••  ••  ••  0  0  0 

Congenital  Diseases  ••  ••  ••  ••  . .  0  0  0 

Suicide  &  Accidents  ••  ••  ••  ••  •«  0  0  0 

All  other  causes . .  «.  .«  12  3 

Totals  16  18  34 


M.  F.  T. 

10  1 
0  0  0 
5  2  7 
0  0  0 
0  0  0 
8  4  12 

0  0  0 
0  0  0 
112 
0  0  0 
2  0  2 
2  13 

19  8  27 


5.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


19  83  1954 


Deaths  of -Infants  under  1  yr.  per  1,000  births  Nil 
"  n  t»  "  »  "  m  i»( Bucks)  20.0 

"  "  "  "  "  (England  &  Wales)  26.8 


15.9 

22.4 

25.5 


(B)  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Specimens  for  pathological  investigation  were  sent, 
as  in  previous  years,  t-o  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Luton.  This  arrangement  has  worked  very 
satisfactorily. 

2.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

For  general  cases,  accidents  and  infectious  disease, 
three  motor  ambulances  and  one  car  for  sitting  cases  are 
maintained  in  the  district. 


4 


3.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


This*  as  also  her  maternity  duties*  was  carried  out  by 
the  District  Nurse  in  her  usual  efficient  manner. 

4-  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE 

A  centre  at  The  Forster  Institute  has  held  regular 
sessions  on  the  second  and  fourth  Friday  of  each  month.  A 
Medical  Officer  attends  once  a  month*  and  the  District  Nurse 
and  Health  Visitor  each  session.  Attendances  by  children 
during  the  year  numbered  823 • 

5»  The  following  hospitals  have  received  cases  from  the 

areas- 

Luton  and  Dunstable 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital*  Aylesbury 
Tindal  Hospital*  Aylesbury 
Spittlesea  Hospital,  Luton 
Isolation  Hospital*  Aylesbury 


(C)  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

Consumption  during  the  year  was  49? 384*000  gallons. 
Borehole  No.  1  continued  to  yield  satisfactorily*  but 
the  pump  in  borehole  No.  2  needed  overhauling  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  and  work  was  in  hand  to  bring  borehole 
No.  3  into  use.  The  new  pumping  main  was  laid  and  brought 
into  use  during  the  year. 

Of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 

7  taken  from  the  reservoir  and  6  taken  from  various 
points  on  the  distribution  system  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  a  sample  taken  on  the 
November  1954  was  reported  upon  as  follows  3 - 

Chemical  Results 
in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance  . .  .  •  Bright  with  a  few 

mineral  particles 

Turbidity  •«>  . .  ..  . Less  than  3 

Colour  ••  •  •  <>•  *o  ••  .  »  •  •  Nil 

0  d  o  ur  « ®  • »  *o  •  ®  «  a  « «  • •  Nil 

pH  ••  ••  •  •  « «  a*  ••  « •  ••  7  *4 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ••  ®.  •  •  ..  13 

Electric  Conductivity  *.  •  •  600 

Total  Solids  •«  o»  o  a  ••  o  •  •  •  <4-00 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  ..  ##  15 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  « .  235 

Hardness s  Total  «.  . »  . .  . .  . .  350 

Carbonate  .  .  . .  •  •  .  *  235 

Non-Carbonate  . .  115 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . .  . .  ••  •«  •  •  3*4 

Nitrite  Nitrogen . Less  than  0.01 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 

Oxygen  Absorbed  . . . .  . .  0.10 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ••  ••  ••  »•  0.012 

Residual  Chlorine  ..  ••  ••  .  •  Absent 

Metals  ..  ..  ••  . .  o.  ••  «.  Absent 


’’This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  app¬ 
earance  ?  just  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free 
from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in 
character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no 
excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution. 

It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

’’These  results  are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 
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1102  houses  were  supplied  with  water  direct  from  the 
public  mains  and  nine  by  means  of  standpipes.  It  is 
estimated  that  99  of  the  population  of  the  district 
received  water  from  the  public  supply. 

2.  SEWERAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Although  the  improvement  in  the  effluent  reported 
last  year  w as  maintained.,  the  proposed  combined  sewage 
disposal  works  to  serve  Linslade  and  Leighton  Buzzard  was 
under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

3.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  house  and  trade  refuse  collection  was 
carried  out  satisfactorily. 

We  continued  to  use  the  Leighton  Buzzard  Refuse  Tip 
on  an  agreed  financial  basis. 

4.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Periodic  inspection  of  the  canal ,  river  and  streams 
within  the  Urban  District  did  not  reveal  any  serious 
pollution. 


5.  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  suitable  ior 
bathing  within  the  Urban  District. 

6.  PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  mortuary 9  which  is  the  joint  responsibility  of 
this  authority  and  the  Wing  Rural  District  Council?  was 
used  twice  during  the  year. 
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(D)  H  0  U  S  I  NG 


Eleven  new  Council  dwellings  were  occupied  during  the 
year ,  including  the-  eight  additional  flats  on  the  Soul  bury 
Road  Housing  Site. 

Three  houses  on  the  Mentmore  Road  Housing  Site  were 
completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  35  wore  were  in 
course  of  construct  ion 9  a  number  of  which  were  nearing  com¬ 
pletion  . 

39  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the 

year. 

I69  Council  houses  and  91  private  enterprise  houses  have 
been  built  in  Linslade  since  the  war. 

INSPECTIONS 


The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  13 

The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ••  11 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a  view  tos- 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  NIL 


<b>  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ••  NIL 

The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  •«  ••  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ••  12 


The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  . .  . •  .  .  ..  ..  NIL 
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©  • 


•  • 


NIL 


The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made 

The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 

undertaking  was  accepted  under  subsection  (2) 
of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Let  1936  •  •  . .  •  •  •  •  NIL 

The  number  of  houses  demolished . .  •  •  ..  .  .  1 


(E)  NUISANCES,  CONTRAVENTION  OF  BYSLAWS,  ETC. 

1.  GENERAL 

Complaints  of  nuisance  were  dealt  with  by  informal 
action.  Eight  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  and 
one  Statutory  Notice. 

2 •  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  mentioned  act 
during  the  year.  Form  572  has  been  completed. 

3.  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1926*1948 

The  dairies  within  the  Urban  District  were  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

4.  ICS  CREAM 

Regular  inspections  of  retail  premises  were  made. 

Of  the  27  samples  taken,  24  were  in  Grade  1,  and 
3  were  in  Grade  2. 

5.  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

One  private  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  in  August, 
following  the  execution  of  repairs  and  alterations  specified 
by  the  Council* 
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6.  UNSOUND  FOOD 


From  July?  when  private  slaughtering  recommenced*  until 
the  end  of  the  year*  110  beasts*  33  calves *  535  sheep  and 
128  pigs  were  killed  at  the  Ship  Hoad  slaughterhouse*  and 
all  inspected* 

The  following  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  was  condemned s- 


4  beast 

fs  heads  &  tongues 

1 

Sheep's  pluck 

7  " 

lungs 

5 

"  livers 

7  " 

livers 

7 

lbs  of  mutton 

3 

mesenteries 

1 

Pigs  head  &  tongue 

835  lbs 

of  beef 

3 

”  plucks 

1 

n  intestines 

Condemnat ion  certificates  were  also  issued  in  respect  of 
other  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption*  as 
f ollows  s  — 

23  tins  of  meat  2  tins  of  fruit 

5  "  n  vegetables  4  lbs.  sweets 

3  sides  of  bacon 

7*  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT*  1949 

Regular  inspections  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  were  undertaken  by  the  Council Ts  Rodent  Operator* 
whose  services  are  shared  with  Leighton  Buzzard  U.D.C. 

Destruction  work  was  carried  out  as  follows s- 

Dwelling  houses  . •  «*  ••  69 

Business  premises  • •  * .  7 

Disused  refuse  tip  **  **  1 

Sewer  inspections  were  made*  and  test  baiting 
carried  out  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Food*  There 
was  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation  in  the  sewers* 
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( F )  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECT I OUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  GENERAL 


No  serious  epidemics  occurred  during  the  year*  although 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  in  the  late  Autumn. 


2.  NUMBER  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever  • • 
Measles  • • 

Pneumonia 
Food  Poisoning 

3.  CANCER 

There  were  seven  death 
compared  with  nine  in  1953  • 


1953 

1954 

20 

18 

21 

3 

24 

1 

20 

11 

1 

1 

from  Cancer  during  the  year 


4*  TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
Two  new  cases  were  notified*  both  Pulmonary. 


Do  H.  WALDRON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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